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Returning to Japan

HARIZK>TRELZ:
S54  Mathew Berzins

It's been almost 1 year since I moved back to
Japan from Thailand. While I thoroughly enjoyed
living in Bangkok, coming back to Tokyo after 1
year made me realize how amazing this city is. I
remember driving out of Haneda Airport in my
friend's car and thinking how clean and smooth
the roads are with no stray dogs in sight! The air
i1s clean, the water from the tap is drinkable and
anywhere you go you can expect a high quality of
customer service. While Japanese people may be
critical of their government, restaurants receive
monetary support during the State of Emergency,
we have access to the best quality vaccines
available and every person regardless of nationality
can get vaccinated immediately — none of which is
possible in Thailand.

I've also realized that Japan is changing — for
the better. Compared to 15 years ago when I first
started living in this country, things are becoming
more and more paperless, credit cards can be
used almost anywhere, “digital money” has been
embraced, electric cars can be seen on the roads,

working from home is now an option and food

delivery services such as Uber have changed the
way we eat. Japan has also become a lot more
international. I see a lot more international families,
bilingual people and different cultures being
celebrated. During 2021, one of my hobbies has
been searching for “different countries” in Japan. I
“Bali”,

“India” and more! Please see some of the

have been to “Thailand”, “Taiwan”, “Russia”,
“Egypt”,

photos I took from these amazing places!
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