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<y NEDY ALY
Letter from Thailand I

S54 Matthew Berzins

It's been 6 months since I moved from Japan
to Thailand. There are said to be over 70,000
Japanese people and over 8000 Japanese companies
here. Japanese food, advertisements for Japanese
companies and Japanese products can be found
everywhere. There are even medical services
where you can use your Japanese Health Insurance
card! Interestingly enough, culturally too there are
a lot of similarities between the two countries. Thai
people also share the same concept of respecting
elder people, polite language use, self-refrain and
also share a level of shyness similar to Japan. They
also have their own Thai Calendar and King whose
picture can be found everywhere. Some have an
image of Thailand being a very cheap country.
While that may be true for transportation, street
food and tourist markets, things like rent, alcohol,
dry cleaning and supermarket items are the same
cost as Tokyo, if not higher. In fact, Bangkok is now
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the 47th most expensive city in the world. With
that said, there is an option for every budget which
means you can still enjoy all your creature comforts.
I believe Bangkok’s mixture of world culture, year-
round warm climate and friendly people is the
reason why Japanese people love it herel!
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